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What is Mulch ?
• Protective covering 

material
• Organic/Inorganic
• Covers soil surface

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.terminix.com%2Fblog%2Fbug-facts%2Fdoes-mulch-
attract-
termites%2F&psig=AOvVaw1LeOiS0AmwSiYb10DzPxkE&ust=1590153400691000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRx
qFwoTCNilm-CFxekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI

Types of Mulch
• Inorganic (do not decompose)

• Landscape fabric (geotextile)
• Plastic film
• Rocks or gravel
• Brick chips
• Shredded rubber

• Organic (decaying plant materials)
• Grass clippings
• Straw
• Pine needles
• Leaves
• Peat moss
• Compost
• Wood fiber
• Bark
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Benefits of Mulch

https://1stoplandscapefl.com/the-benefits-of-mulch/

Improper versus Proper Mulching

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marpletreeco
mmission.com%2Fmulching-trees-
correctly%2F&psig=AOvVaw0WbkNiu0NmXZWRIkrL2-
__&ust=1590153216325000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTC
Mjb6eSExekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI

Resources
• Penn State University Extension-Mulching Landscape Trees
• https://extension.psu.edu/mulching-landscape-trees

• University of Tennessee Extension-Mulching Your Trees and 
Landscapes

• https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/SP617.pdf

• Cornell Cooperative Extension-Types and Uses of Mulch in the 
Landscape

• http://chemung.cce.cornell.edu/resources/mulch-in-the-landscape
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Outdoor Demonstration
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